THE   PORTUGUESE   PEOPLE
Until recently illiteracy in Portugal was not less than seventy per
cent, of the population and might have been as high as ninety per
cent, in certain of the more backward areas.
It is not easy to give other than a glimpse of the methods by which
the New Portugal is being developed from the penniless and
somewhat forlorn Portugal of the nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries. It is difficult to keep up with the pace of national revival.
It Is possible, too, to over-paint the picture and to present too
glowing an account of Portugal's effort to take her place among
the successful trading nations. But wherever one looks, whether
at education, or at finance or at social sendees, it is impossible not
to detect some evidence of the remarkable change that is taking
place in the country of a people to whom very few used to concede
even moments of " heroic rebellion." One can write factually
nowadays of the industrial revolution, of the reclamation of acre
upon acre of waste land, of the provision of free meals and free
milk for the needy, of declining illiteracy and of re-afibrestation
at a rate seven times that of twenty years ago ; even more astounding
is the transformation of the Portuguese themselves from a race
given to dreaming over lost splendour Into a level-headed people
willing to respond to inspired leadership. The New State was
born in travail. Poverty, ignorance, disease, illiteracy, absentee-
landlordism and neglect of the land had taken great toll of Portu-
guese strength. In the process of growing-up it is inevitable that
its architects have been obliged to drive great arterial roads through
much that was picturesque.
Greeks, Phoenicians, Celts, Romans, Goths, Arabs, Normans and
the mixed traffickers of the Middle Ages have all kid their hands on
the original Mediterranean stock from which the Portuguese derive.
The Portuguese have passed through many vicissitudes. They
remain a people worthy of the utmost regard, not merely for their
past glories and the service they have rendered mankind, but for
their own selves, their love of the simple things of life, their
essential friendliness, their staunchness in trial and adversity, their
proper pride in their own capacity and for their humility in the
sight of God and man.
Chivalry is intertwined with the history of Portugal, and linked
with the story of the Portuguese is that of our own island race.
A King of Portugal once said to his sons : " I have given much
thought to our enterprise, and it seems to me that there will be